Dear Sir/Madam

 

Thank you for your email in relation to a potential liquefied natural gas (LNG) development in the Kimberley region of Australia. Woodside values feedback on its activities, and we appreciate you putting forward your views. 

 

We are concerned there is a level of misunderstanding about our company’s plans for developing natural gas fields off the Kimberley coast and thought you may appreciate some background on this issue.

 

At the outset, we should make it very clear the Kimberley remains one of two potential locations Woodside has identified for developing these fields. Another option remains processing the gas at our existing facilities at Karratha, to the south. We intend to decide between the Kimberley and Karratha in the first half of 2009.

 

We are investigating a Kimberley option after being invited to do so by the Indigenous traditional owners in the area, represented by the Kimberley Land Council (KLC). On 30 November 2007 these traditional owners came to Woodside seeking the company’s collaboration in finding a location for an LNG precinct on the Kimberley coast.

 

Plans for an LNG precinct form part of a wider Government-led strategic assessment of the Kimberley designed to prevent ad hoc developments along the coast. The Western Australian Government conducted detailed environmental, social and technical studies as well as an extensive public consultation process to evaluate and select the potential LNG precinct site. Full environmental impact assessment and regulatory approvals for LNG are required prior to any construction or operations could commence.

 

If Browse gas is brought to the Kimberley, Woodside is committed to negotiating an Indigenous benefits package which would deliver significant and sustainable social and economic benefits, such as employment, training and business capacity-building for the Indigenous people of the area. We have commenced discussions with the KLC on this package and these discussions are ongoing.

 

The notion that the Kimberley is “at risk” from a potential LNG development is wrong. The Kimberley has about 12,000 km of coastline. An LNG precinct would occupy approximately 3 km of coastline. The State Government has indicated the precinct would be about 10 km² in size. These should be seen in the context of the total land area of the Kimberley, which at 424,517 km² is about twice the size of the state of Victoria.

 

Western Australia’s independent Environmental Protection Authority has already reported that the potential impacts from an LNG development at James Price Point are likely to be manageable for this location. James Price Point is more than 50 km south from the start of the recognised humpback whale resting and calving area extending north-east from the northern Dampier Peninsula.

 

Woodside is committed to a socially and environmentally responsible development of these natural gas fields and the principles of sustainable development are firmly embedded in our business processes.

Thank you again for your email. We hope our response has increased your understanding of this issue.

 
Regards

 

Browse LNG Development

Woodside Energy Ltd.

www.woodside.com.au/browse
