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The Kimberley region of northern WA is one of the most unique and intact natural and cultural environments in the world. It is a region that to date has been spared the worst of the industrial age and this is reflected in the fact that there have been no recorded plant or animal extinctions in the north Kimberley, in stark contrast to most of the rest of Australia.

Unique and largely intact, the Kimberley is of great social, cultural and economic importance to many people and businesses across the region, throughout Australia and around the world.
The Kimberley represents WA’s chance to avoid repeating the mistakes made elsewhere that have lead to polluted waters, degraded lands, species extinctions and loss of economic opportunities. Here we can still make informed and intelligent decisions regarding what kinds of development are compatible with maintaining the natural and cultural values of the region.

In regards to the site evaluation reports I would like to make the following points:

· These reports fail to legitimately consider potential non-Kimberley gas hub sites:– The government is obliged to assess non-Kimberley sites because, without the full range of options to consider, the process is compromised.

· The new Government has undermined the integrity of the process for site selection by removing Traditional Owner rights to informed consent and by pre-empting public comment by announcing the Government’s preferred site.

· There is a lack of adequate scientific data on which to base a decision:– Good work has been done in the limited time available but there is no wet season data for the sites, nor enough information about the development’s impacts on Kimberley habitats and wildlife. The most important humpback whale breeding ground in the world, coral reefs, sea grass meadows, turtles and dugong are all at risk from the Kimberley onshore LNG processing proposal. The Natural and Cultural Heritage assessment that has recently commenced will be vital to the decision making process and must be finalised prior to hub site selection decisions.

· These reports have failed to properly address impacts of atmospheric pollution, including greenhouse gas emissions:– This development will produce huge amounts of greenhouse gasses (conservatively estimated at 12 mta) and other airborne pollutants with far-reaching implications for the health of surrounding communities and for meeting greenhouse gas emissions reduction targets.

· There are serious concerns regarding marine pollution and safety (both human and ecological):– The fossil fuel industry is known to be chronically polluting and subject to accidents that can be dangerous and harmful to the environment. The relatively unspoilt Kimberley is an unsuitable location to be needlessly exposed to these pressures and risks.

· The reports fail to fully recognize the unique character of the Kimberley:– this development will fundamentally change the nature of the Kimberley and impact negatively on established social, cultural and economic values and activities.

· There are alternatives to locating this development on the Kimberley coast:- The natural and cultural values of the Kimberley region, encompassing all of the sites recommended for further consideration in these reports, are not compatible with this form of industrial development.  

In accordance with the application of the Precautionary Principle and the principles of ecologically sustainable development, I believe that the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) after assessing these and other reports can only recommend that no decisions be made on sites for a Browse Basin LNG processing facility without further and adequate knowledge being available on which to make this decision, including assessment of non-Kimberley sites.

I call on all decision makers when considering these reports or other information regarding development in the Kimberley to weigh up the limited information available against the huge amount of research yet to be done and to weigh the short term gains with the long term environmental, social and economic risks and costs. The ‘development-at-all-costs’ approach must not be allowed to compromise the future of the Kimberley.

Thank you for considering my submission,
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