How to get there

From Hobart, travel through New Norfolk and on
to Maydena via Bushy Park, Westerway and past
Mt Field National Park. When you reach Maydena
(90 km from Hobart, last petrol) set your odometer
to zero.

Continue through Maydena on the Gordon River
Road. You will soon pass a sign indicating the
Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area.

Crossing the Humboldt Divide you will be greeted
by a vista of bare, jagged mountains looming above
a valley of primeval forests. These are the threatened
forests of the Upper Florentine.

Walks from Timbs Track carpark
(21 km from Maydena)

Keep driving along Gordon River Road until you re-
enter forest. On the right, 3.3km from the Thumbs
Lookout, is a signposted car park and the start of
Timbs Track. The track, although very clear and
well maintained, does have some muddy patches
and there is no reliable water supply unless you are
planning on walking as far as the Florentine River

(approx. 1.5 hrs plus).

Timbs Track provides access to visitor points 4 to 7

described here.
1. Timbs Track

From the car park, walk along Timbs Track and
enter the mixed wet forests of the Upper Florentine
Valley. Follow Timbs Track through a primeval
forest of giant stringybarks with a rainforest
understorey of ancient myrtles and sassafras.

Timbs Track continues to the Tiger Valley Lookout
and on to the Florentine River. As you walk along

the track you will experience changing geology and
ecology as you move from mixed wet forests and
rainforest up onto a low quartzite ridge and into
buttongrass and heathland. In spring and summer
the wildflowers here are spectacular.

Along the way you will pass the following two side
trip options.

2. Twisted Sister (approx. 15 mins return
from Timbs Track)

After about five minutes walk along Timbs Track,
you will see pink tape and a sign on your left. This
indicates a track (approx ten minutes or 250 m) that
runs through the forest and makes a loop around
the base of a giant tree called Twisted Sister. The

reason for the name will become obvious when you
find the tree!

3. Lungs of the Land Track (25 min return
from Timbs Track)

This track joins the Timbs track with the logging

road via a meandering 25 minute walk.

It was named after a banner on the tree that hosted
the original protest tree sit and a message about the
relationship between forests and climate change that
our political decision makers need to understand.

4. Coupe Loop (50 minutes return from
carpark)

A further ten minutes along Timbs Track, you will
see another track marked with pink tape. This is

a loop track which curls back onto Timbs Track
after making its way through forest typical of the
area—full of towering eucalypts, giant myrtles and
fantastic tree ferns.
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5. Tiger Valley Lookout (1 hour from
carpark)

The Tiger Valley Lookout was built by
volunteers concerned about the proposed logging
of the Upper Florentine. The wood was milled
from a eucalypt log left as waste from forestry
operations in the Florentine.

From the Tiger Valley Lookout you can see

the surrounding peaks, including the Thumbs,
Mount Wright, Tiger Range, Mount Field West,
Tim Shea, the Needles, Mount Mueller and the
Sawback Range.

6. Florentine River (40 mins from the
lookout)

From the lookout, you can walk on to the
Florentine River. At the river there are a couple
of decaying huts, and a clear mossy area (perfect
for a picnic).

7. Churchill’s Hut (6 hrs return or loop
from Timbs Track carpark)

Take Timbs Track and then follow Adamsfield
Track

Visit the historic ‘Churchhills Hut’, the
site where the last living Tasmanian Tiger,
(Thylacine) was held after capture.

The last living thylacines were caught in this
area. Thylacines were systematically hunted
down, ostensibly to protect livestock, then for
bounties, and finally once numbers were at a
critical low, trapped live for zoo’s in Australia
and overseas, resulting in the genocide of the
species.

DISCLAIMER: Visitors to this area should be aware
that natural hazards occur within Tasmania’s forest
environments. The Wilderness Society accepts no
liability for any injury or damage resulting from such
hazards.

From the hut you can backtrack or return to
Gordon River Road via Cooks Track. Leave
Adamsfield Track at the Hut and make you
way to the logging road, walking through the
remains of coupe FO42F. Follow the logging
road and take the first right hand road, heading
south (and downhill) to Cooks Track. Note:
this is a full days walk as a 12km loop, from the
Tmpkek to Churchill’s Hut and back via Cooks

Walks from Gordon River Rd

8. Rani’s Track (3hrs return)

This walk follows a ridge of oldgrowth
Eucalyptus Regnans, the tallest flowering
hardwood plant in the world. Visit “Rani” a
giant E. Regnans with a girth of 16.5 metres.

Walk through a fern gully, moss-laiden sassafras
trees and cross a creek before rejoining Gordon

River Rd.

9. Thumbs Lookout (17.7 km from
Maydena)

Just down the hill from the Humboldt Divide,
park on the right hand side of the road and
follow the short rock-lined pathway to the
Thumbs Lookout. From here you get an
overview of the threatened forests of the Upper
Florentine Valley, and the surrounding alpine
peaks, including the spectacular Thumbs Range.

10. The Needles (3 hrs return)
Walk sign posted from carpark below Tim Shea
A 360 degree panoramic view of the Upper

Florentine and surrounding valleys, as well as
the devastation caused by commercial logging
in the coupes underlying the horizon. Scramble
across rocky outcrops to various pinnacles where
the flora grips to the exposed bedrock and holds

within it a unique ecosystem.



2NUIuod pynom
'pIJOAA oyl ur ‘QSUQP—quJBD’ isowr 94l JO owWos H PI

‘$15210J S ETUBWISE] 10] 1500q Jofew & UT ‘partasard
9q 1M 2781 U213 ‘B B SB IFBWIT SEIUEWSE] o ‘

suonerado Sur[[ajrea pue L3[eA Y jo seare
payonoiun ay1 out 12daap ysnd [[1m s3j10m peol
‘panoaroxd st 11 ssajup) “Surddigopoom pue Furddo)

d[qeureasns are 1eq) sqof 1aquin Surdofaadp pue YIIM POULIBAIY) SUTEWDI sunuaol] 12ddn ayy

3unoaord — syauowr 71 IX2U 2y 1940 INDJO J[Im
"$15210§ IIY3

pue sureiunowr 211z1renb pag3el jo adeospuey

© $5010€ smaIA aA1ssardut apraoxd peor ayi uo
$INOY0O0T "BaIy 98BI PHOA\ Y2 UTYIIM SN B[
pue s3ead UMOUY-[[oA 01 9INOT UD UNIUION]
12ddn) o jo 1red repnoeroads e y3noryy yrem
ued 9[doad ‘proy I9ATY UOpION) OY) WOI]
"1OpPa 3T 01 Aem 11971 uo d[doad jo spuesnoyy
Aq pausia st ounuatof,] 1addn a1 Aepoy,

$15210J 9ATIEU JO INO UONISUEI) 01 ANISNPUT ToqWIN
a1 10 uoneInsuod pue Juruue(d PI[ILIAP o

pa1o2101d AJTewriof aq [im £3[TeA sunuaiof] 1oddn
oY) pUE 191 ] N[ XAIQ ‘SIOT] UIANSIA\ 1BIIN)
“1S2JOJUTEY] QUINIB] dY) INI] $1S2I0J SSE[D PHOM o

:3urpnpur

"OANENIUT SWOd[oMm A19A T—FISY 1SE] 4Inog P
ot : anq oIe BIUBWSE] JO QIOL[AA 93 10] Sigauaq YT,

ur uonelsasojap dos djoy o1 uoriw 007
Surpuads seam 11 1Y) PIOUNOUUE TUIWUIIA0S
[eI2PaJ oY) 1824 5B "9ZURYD 2IBWID SNOIZULP
doas djoy ueo am sAem 1saspomb pue 1sadeayd
a1 Jo ouo sT 3urd3o] woij $15210] UTION0I]

“3u133o[ 1040
‘Jny s I2I8US P[O UE JO ojdwrexa

1UD[[29X3 UE ST INE] S [[TY2Iny)) “dunuaio]] 1oddn
9 UT SINY [BOTI0ISIY JO IOQUINU € T8 1]

IDTJUOD ) JA[OSIT PUE $1SITOJ JAIIBU FUTUTETUDI
s31 309101d ANISNpuUT I9qUITI S[BUTEISTIS B 21BIID O
£yrunmizoddo onbrun e eruewse ] saa1d yeyy Ansnpur

Y} PUE SUOTUN 1$2J0J ‘SANTUNW 0D Joquun} ‘sdnoid "3[EAUOPION) JO PEIISIWOY JI0WDT AY) Pue

pIQHSLUBPV:}O JUSWOTIISS BU!U!UJ PQJJQSQP Mou
o431 01 [Tend QSJOl{}IDEd Jowirof e 8[10[8 noAk o3el

01 3JelT, PIQHSIUBPV ol SUIO[ o€l squilT, QLLL

-a3e110y ueadoIny yoII B SUTRIUOD OS] BAIE YT,

-a3ueyp 2rewIp Sunequiod

ur Ae[d ued $15210§ JUSIOUE SEIUBWSE] 1B
901 [EONIID oY) parensuowap Apnis oy,
*$2583 9SNOYUA213 JO $2UUO UOI[[Iq §'GT JO
1us[eAINbo 211 2101S BII0IDIA PUE BIUBWSE]. 5359103

JO 5152105 2ATIRU 2T "1y3noy1 A[snoraaid 9AIIBU IN[EA-UONEAIISUOD Y31y 1no ut SurdSo|

SeM UBY) UOQIED JIOW SIWITI ()] DI0IS SISI0J Suroduo [pes ‘pue s1sa11e ‘s353101d 01 paf seY
yamo13 po 1ey smoys 110dar oy “Airs1oATUN) andstp paajosarun sty Amuspr 1121 109101d 03
[eUOnEN UBI[ENISNY oY1 £q 80T ISN3ny A[1ed 3u14n u22q 2ABY SIOYIOM IdQqUWIT PUE ‘UONIONIISIP

Ul Pasea[a1 sem Apnis 3uryeaIqpunois mau y WIOIJ $15210] 1U2IOUE ‘SUTUUNIS SEIURWSE] 103101d
01 3uIA1 U9q 2ABY SISI[RIUSWUOIIAUD ‘SIPLIIP 10,]

UOIIBAIISUOD U22M1Dq PaaIde uaaq sey sojdourig
JO JUDWNERIG Y 219y ST premioj Aem e osdefjoo
ur A1snpul JoquiT) UBTUBWISE] Y3 YIIM Ing

‘srerdnsrew-e3ow
1OUNXD JO $AUOQ Y1 SE [[oM B IFeII2Y [eUIdIOqY
JUDIOUE UTUTEIUOD SIABD YIIM P[PPI ST 2U0ISIUWIT]
sty[, -ouoisow] Surddooino se [[om se spuejroow

PUE 1SDI0JUTET $3211 JUBIS 01 JWOY ST J0O[) A3[[eA
Y[, BTy 23R PIIOA\ SSIUIIP[IA\ UBTUBWSE],
91 Jo surelunow Ie[noe1dads oY1 £4q papunoims
9T€ SUNUAIOT 2y Jo sayoear 1addn ayy,

‘suonipuos

211 SWIIXd PUE 1q3n01p SNOLI3S JO SIT 3} ojqeAalydke SsI uonnjos y

Suiseard ' o3ueyd 21w 01 3unn 00
uISEaIOUT puE S3UEYD WO 01 UNNQLIU Sunpyreap

“910ydsouwie 2yl 0IUT PISEI[2I ST UOQIED 1B
9 it o3 ot p [21 ST UOQTES JET 10] seare mau dn uado 01 pauueld a1e o10W pue

“[AIE UO SBITE SSOUIOP[Im dieraduwa) 15918213

Jo yonur ‘pag30[ oIe $15910J SAYD UIY A\ [IOS
PUE $3011 Y3 UT PaI103s A[9Jes UOQIEd SNOIFUEP
Jo sauuo1 jo suorfrw doay sA3[[ea px\

pue ‘QunuaIo[ ‘Xl(lS 91 UT $1$210§ JU210UY/

abueyo ajewid pue s)salo

The Thylacine

The Florentine Valley has played a role in one
of Tasmania’s most shameful chapters—the
extinction of the thylacine.

The thylacine (7hylacinus cynocephalus or
Tasmanian Tiger) was the largest marsupial
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This guide is proudly sponsored by
BIO-DISTRIBUTORS
Biodynamic & Organic Wholesalers
of Tasmania. :

Suppliers to shops, bakeries,
restaurants, cafes and
food co-ops.

Ph: 03 6491 1439
www.biodistributors.com.au

How you can help
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carnivore, a nocturnal hunter. The ‘doe’
carried up to four cubs in her pouch. Colonists
blamed the thylacines for killing sheep, and the
government paid 2184 one-pound bounties for
thylacines killed between 1888 and 1909.

FLORENTINE

Sign up for email updates via our website, facebook
and Twitter. Visit www.wilderness.org.au/tasmania
for more details.

Shop at The Wilderness Society Shop at Salamanca.
Profits go to the campaign to protect Tasmania’s
forests.

On 7 September 19306, the last captive
thylacine died in a Hobart zoo. There has
been no irrefutable evidence of the thylacine’s * Sign on your support for the Statement of Principles

existence since. In September 1986, it was at www.wilderness.org.au/forestfuture

declared extinct.

Werite a letter to the Prime Minister urging her to
protect threatened oldgrowth forests in Tasmania,
including the Florentine Valley. Arrange for your
family and friends to write letters.

Self-Drive and
Walking Guide

Updated December 2010

That last captive thylacine, which has featured
in famous footage and photos, was captured in
the Florentine Valley. Details are unconfirmed,
but it seems that it was a young cub captured
along with its mother and two siblings in 1924
by Walter Mullins. They were taken to the
railhead at Fitzgerald (just east of Maydena)
and delivered to the Beaumaris Zoo for the

Come along to a Wednesday Campaign meeting.
They are every week at 1:00pm.

Join The Wilderness Society or make a tax-
deductible donation to the Tasmanian Forest

princely sum of 55 pounds. Campaign. Freecall 1800 030 641 or visit www.

wilderness.org.au/join P\ Py

A2 €N
THE WILDERNESS SOCIETY
Printed on 100% recycled paper

Another snarer, Elias Churchill, caught eight
thylacines in the Florentine area in the 1920s
and 1930s. He saw many more in the area.
But that was before most of the Florentine
was destroyed for newsprint, woodchips and
sawlogs. Now logging is penetrating the
pristine Upper Florentine, where the thylacine
once roamed.

Write letters to the editors of Tasmanian and
interstate newspapers.

The Wilderness Society (Tasmania) Inc
130 Davey St, Hobart TAS 7000
(03) 6224 1550
tasmania@wilderness.org.au
www.wilderness.org.au



