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National Director’s report
Next year will mark 40 years since the first meeting of the Tasmanian 
Wilderness Society. 

Meeting on 26 June 1976 in Bob Brown’s tiny cottage at Liffey — south west 
of Launceston — a small band of veterans of the heroic, but ultimately 
unsuccessful, campaign to protect Lake Pedder from being dammed 
came together to ensure the wild and mighty Franklin river in south west 
Tasmania did not suffer the same fate.

Forty years later, and the Wilderness Society is one of Australia’s most 
influential and successful environment groups — with nearly 40,000 
members and hundreds of thousands of supporters.

Our campaign focus has broadened to include campaigns to protect 
wilderness and nature across the continent and along our beautiful 
coastlines. We are leading a campaign for new, national environmental laws 
that systematically protect the natural world.

We are also playing a leadership role in campaigns to address climate 
change by stopping the exploitation of new fossil fuel fields in places such 
as the Pilliga forest, the Kimberley and the Great Australian Bight. We are 
advocating for the role that the protection of nature plays in reducing and 
absorbing dangerous greenhouse gas emissions.

The past year has been full of great successes for the Wilderness Society, 
as outlined in the following pages. I once again thank you, as dedicated 
members and friends of the Wilderness Society, for all your support and look 
forward to working with you again in the year ahead.

I also extend my appreciation and thanks to James Johnson, the convenor 
of the Committee of Management over the past three years, for his vision, 
patience and wisdom in helping chart an exciting course forward for 
the Wilderness Society; and to the other members of the Committee, 
Debbie Dunn and Dermot Cox, who are not standing for reelection. Your 
contribution has been outstanding and will not be forgotten.

I would also like to remember Felicity (Flic) Wishart, who passed away 
earlier this year. Flic served the Wilderness Society with dedication and 
devotion twice in her life. She was a great and inspiring warrior for the 
planet and for the environment movement — she will be remembered 
always.

For nature,

Lyndon Schneiders 
National Director

Lyndon Schneiders — National Director

Lyndon Schneiders was appointed National 
Campaigns Director for the Wilderness 
Society in 2011, following a lifetime of 
activism for the natural world — including 
more than a decade as the Wilderness 
Society Queensland Campaign Manager. 

The depth and breadth of Lyndon’s 
campaign expertise is attributed to his 
experience undertaking leadership roles in 
several seminal environment campaigns 
including: 

• The protection of more than one 
million hectares of wilderness on Cape 
York Peninsula as national park and 
Aboriginal land in Far North Queensland.

• As a lead negotiator in the historic 
Tasmanian Forest Agreement made 
between environmental groups, trade 
unions and the logging industry which 
gained World Heritage protection of the 
magnificent Florentine, Styx and Weld 
forests in south west Tasmania.

• The successful campaign to stop the 
construction of the $40 billion gas plant 
at James Price Point in the western 
Kimberley, north of Broome.

Lyndon is an experienced and well-
connected advocate with extensive 
networks throughout all parties in the 
Australian Parliament and throughout a 
number of State Parliaments. 

He has deep relationships with corporate 
Australia, particularly through various peak 
industry associations, the investment and 
finance industry, and throughout the trade 
union movement.

Lyndon is an experienced media 
spokesperson and regularly writes columns 
for The Australian newspaper, The Age and 
The Sydney Morning Herald.

Lyndon is a past Churchill Fellow and 
recipient of the Centenary of Federation 
medal for outstanding contributions to the 
protection of the environment. 

Lyndon now lives in Sydney with his partner 
Felicity Wade and their two children, Flynn 
and Juneau. 
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As the convenor of the Wilderness Society Inc. Committee of Management 
for the last three years, it has been my privilege and pleasure to be 
part of an organisation that has achieved so much for the protection of 
Australia’s nature. During my time as convenor, the organisation stopped 
global giant, Woodside Petroleum, from building a gas hub in Western 
Australia’s Kimberley; ensured a safe future for Tasmania’s World Heritage 
forests; established marine parks in South Australia’s waters; supported 
community opposition in North West New South Wales to keep the Pilliga 
forest coal seam gas free — and that’s just to name a few! 

Whilst we can be proud of our campaigning successes, we can also be 
proud of the work of our Committee of Management and senior executive 
team. They have developed a strategic plan with the objectives of 
developing a mass movement for nature and delivering campaigns to 
address the two major threats of nature degradation and climate change. 
To this end, we’ve embarked on a number of significant internal projects 
that will enable us to deliver our campaign objectives and continue to 
prioritise our future efficacy. 

To achieve our strategic objectives, the Wilderness Society has:

• Invested in a constituent relationship management project. The project 
will develop our organisation’s capacity to bring our core public-facing 
functions together and will place our supporters at the heart of what 
we do. 

• Developed a best practice Community Organising Plan to deliver on 
our ambitious target to build a movement of 100,000 active supporters. 
Implementation has begun, new staff employed and training rolled-out 
for all existing staff. 

• Finalised a multi-enterprise employment agreement, bringing 
common terms of employment across all Wilderness Society entities. 
Consultation and negotiation started in 2013; it is a great pleasure 
for me to have seen the good spirit in which the agreement was 
developed.

• Made changes to our governance structures to deliver an organisation 
match-fit for the environmental challenges ahead of us. 

• Carefully developed constitutional changes to create an organisation 
that is best able to carry out this mission in the next decade. When 
adopted, the Wilderness Society will draw its governing body from 
regions across Australia, ensuring a broad representation with a range 
of geographical perspectives. 

Each of these changes contributes to a more efficient focus on the 
Wilderness Society’s objectives and will generate cost savings, help 
manage risk and ultimately ensure that the Wilderness Society remains 
the most relevant and effective agent of change for nature in Australia.

Finally, I would like to thank all those I have worked with on the 
Committee of Management over the last four years, including members 
of the Wilderness Society Inc. and other management committees, the 
Wilderness Society Inc. Management Team and their staff. Every day, I was 
inspired by the passionate, articulate people who work and volunteer for 
the organisation and make it a great and unique place. I look forward to 
watching the Wilderness Society’s achievements in the future.

Convenor’s report

James Johnson — Convenor

James was reappointed to the Committee 
of Management at the 2010, 2011, 2012 and 
2013 Annual General Meetings. With a strong 
passion for the natural environment, he has 
worked as part of the team that has rebuilt 
the Wilderness Society. Based in Sydney, 
James is a barrister practising mainly in 
planning and environmental law.

James has a long history as a solicitor then 
Director of the Environmental Defender’s 
Office in Sydney between 1990 and 
1999. There he worked with numerous 
conservation and community groups in 
conducting public interest environmental 
litigation, developing environmental policy 
and conducting community legal education 
in Australia and the Pacific. For four months 
in 2001, he was manager of UNDP’s 
infrastructure program in East Timor.

James has significant experience with 
voluntary management committees and 
directorships, serving on the management 
committee of the Total Environment Centre 
and as a Commissioner of the Legal Aid 
Commission of NSW.

James has fresh eyes, a sharp mind 
and legal acumen that has helped the 
Wilderness Society pursue its vision to 
protect our wilderness and wild places.

After many years on the Committee of 
Management for the Wilderness Society Inc., 
James is moving on. We can’t thank him 
enough for all his amazing work.



the wilderness society  AnnuAl review 2014–153
Image: Franklin River, Tasmania | Glenn Walker



the wilderness society  AnnuAl review 2014–15 4

As a nation, we define ourselves by our relationship 
to nature. We love our beaches, our forests, 
our rivers and the bush. We are proud of iconic 
wilderness areas such as the Kimberley and south 
west Tasmania, which are world famous.

But despite this, on almost every single indicator, the health 
of nature in Australia is in decline. More and more plant 
and animal species move ever closer to extinction as we 
continue to destroy and log critical habitat, drain our rivers 
for irrigation and allow mining to creep into every last corner 
of the continent.

Furthermore, we are living in a world of climate change in 
which we are on track for a future that is between 2°C and 4°C 
warmer by the end of the 21st century. Nature, in this hotter 
and drier world, will be very different.

It is in response to these issues and problems that the 
Wilderness Society exists. 

We are a voice for nature and a voice for the millions of 
Australians who love nature and want a better future.

As part of our national campaign plan for 2015–17, over the 
past year, we have campaigned effectively to protect nature 
and to address the threats to nature posed by climate change. 

Australia  
is home to 
many places of 
great beauty. 
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We have also led effective campaigns to stop Australian 
Government attempts to silence environmental voices. 
The Government wanted to block access to the courts 
and remove the charity status of advocacy groups.

Over the next 12 months, we will kick-start the 
national debate about the need for new laws and 
new approaches to protect nature, reaching out to 
Australians from all walks of life to join the campaign.

Across Australia, we run effective advocacy campaigns to 
protect special places within the framework of the PYL 
alliance.

In Victoria, we are championing the creation of the Great 
Forest National Park. 

In the lead-up to the 2014 Victorian State Election, the 
Great Forest National Park became one of the key issues 
of the election. 

Amelia Young, one of our most experienced campaigners, 
is now at the heart of negotiations with unions, the logging 
industry, the Victorian Government and communities to 
realise the dream of a great new park based around the 
towering forests of the Central Highlands.

We love nature 
 
At the heart of our nature conservation plan is the 
Places You Love (PYL) alliance. 

This is a unique alliance of more than 40 conservation 
groups created to advocate for new, national 
environment laws and institutions whose focus is to 
protect the environment for all — not to fast-track 
developments for the benefit of a few. 

We are a foundation member of PYL alliance and fund 
the alliance’s highly regarded and experienced director, 
Glen Klatovsky. 

We have supported the convening of a panel of legal and 
environmental experts to shape a new generation of 
laws that are simple and effective. 

These proposals will provide the platform for advocacy 
by the PYL alliance over the next 12 months. We will be a 
leader in this major campaign.

We have worked the halls of Parliament to successfully 
convince the Australian Senate to block plans by the 
Australian Government to gut our existing environmental 
laws and hand powers over to the state governments. 

Image: Community organising training, Sydney | Glenn Walker
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Our Tasmanian team, led by Vica Bayley, continues to 
defend the Tasmanian wilderness. Over the past year, we 
have continued to successfully oppose attempts by the 
Tasmanian Government to strip protection from forests 
set aside for conservation as part of the Tasmanian 
Forest Agreement in 2012. 

In 2014, we led the campaign that stopped Australian 
Government attempts to remove World Heritage 
protection for 100,000 hectares of southern forests that 
had only been added to the World Heritage Area a year 
before. 

In 2015, we convinced the United Nations to condemn 
proposals by the Tasmanian Government to open up the 
South West Tasmania Wilderness World Heritage Area to 
logging and mining operations. 

Our goal in the next year is to defend the Tasmanian 
World Heritage Area and advocate for the protection 
of the 500,000 hectares of forest promised, but not yet 
protected, through the Tasmanian Forest Agreement.

In Queensland, we blew the whistle on weakened laws 
to protect forests and woodlands from clearing. In early 
2015, we chartered a chopper to capture footage of 

massive land clearing operations in southern Cape York 
Peninsula. This footage became a national story and led 
to a halt of the clearing operations. 

Our Queensland campaign leader, Dr Tim Seelig, is now 
working to convince the new Queensland Government 
to restore strong clearing laws that protect both nature 
and the carbon stocks that are held by forests and 
woodlands across Queensland.

In Western Australia, our team — headed by Jenita 
Enevoldsen and Peter Robertson — blocked attempts 
to mine the Helena Aurora Range in the Great Western 
Woodlands. We welcomed the decision by mining giant 
Rio Tinto to permanently rule out mining for bauxite 
on the Mitchell Plateau in the Kimberley wilderness. 
We have run a deep and successful public outreach 
campaign which has inspired tens of thousands of 
Western Australians to call for the creation of new 
marine parks along the remarkable Kimberley coastline    

— a place like nowhere else. 

Images (clockwIse from top): Central Highlands, Victoria | Melanie Erler; Aboriginal Elder Rocky Sainty and Vica Bayley at the World Heritage meeting in Bonn, 
Germany | Vica Bayley; Precipitous Bluff, Southwest National Park, Tasmania | Glenn Walker; James Price Point, Kimberley, Western Australia | Glenn Walker 
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Keep fossil fuels in the ground
 
Our climate change campaign is centred upon 
keeping fossil fuels in the ground. The world cannot 
afford to develop new fossil fuel fields if we are to 
keep below 2°C of warming. 

Over the past year, we have continued to support local 
communities who oppose the proposals by Santos to 
drill for coal seam gas in the Pilliga forest in North West 
New South Wales. This campaign has been led by the 
two Naomis from our Newcastle office — Naomi Hogan 
and Naomi Hodgson.

Through the media, we exposed Santos’ repeated 
efforts to fast track approval for its development and 
highlighted the shortcomings of its attempts to deal 
with a range of problems — including the disposal of 
wastewater from its drilling operations. 

We have worked closely with the investment community 
to demonstrate the risks of the project to the environment, 
to the climate and to the community. In response, leading 
analysts have stripped $600 million of value from the 
project and Santos’ share price has crashed. Its CEO has 
been shown the door.

In the year ahead, we will be campaigning for the 
abandonment of the coal seam gas proposal and the 
permanent protection of the Pilliga forest from mining.

Our second major campaign is perhaps our most 
ambitious. 

Throughout 2015, we have been preparing to protect  
the Great Australian Bight whale sanctuary from 
proposals to open up massive new oil fields offshore.  
This campaign has been led by Peter Owen and Jess 
Lerch. Glenn Walker has recently joined the team as the 
leader of our climate team.

These proposals to drill for oil are being led by BP. BP was 
responsible for one of the world’s worst environmental 
calamities in the Gulf of Mexico — when the Deepwater 
Horizon oil drilling platform exploded in 2010.

Over the course of the past year, we have been 
researching the environmental impacts of oil drilling and 
the risk of oil spills in the Great Australian Bight. 

We have been assembling an expert legal team to put 
in place innovative legal strategies, and developed a 
community organising plan to build support for the 
campaign in coastal communities across southern 
Australia.

In the year ahead, we will be building a global alliance 
against BP to stop drilling in the Bight.

Value for money
 
We are one of Australia’s most effective advocacy 
groups. 

As outlined in this report, we operate at the 
international, national, state and local levels. We 
empower communities to stand with us to defend 
nature. We are as comfortable in the community as we 
are in Parliament, in the courts or in the boardrooms of 
corporate Australia. We have a regular media presence 
and a strong digital media platform.

Over the past year, we also recruited a number of 
senior leaders to spearhead our ambitious community 
organising plan and ensure the effective implementation 
of our new campaign plan. Damian Ogden and Julie 
Melrose are just two of the fantastic and talented new 
members of our national team filling the roles of 
National Community Organising Manager and National 
Campaign Manager respectively.

We have great people, we have a plan for the 
protection of nature and wilderness, and we 
get things done. We thank you for your ongoing 
support.

Image: Deepwater Horizon explosion | Creative commons



the wilderness society  AnnuAl review 2014–15 8

For the past five years, we have rebuilt our financial resilience to ensure 
that we have the financial strength, reserves and resources to match our 
campaign goals and help a new generation of Australians love and respect 
nature and wilderness. 

The unwavering support of over 40,000 individual members and financial 
supporters provides the momentum for us to take calculated risks in 
our campaigning and be ambitious in addressing the drivers of climate 
change and ecological degradation. 

In the past year, we have taken stock of our fundraising and operational 
activities. We have sought to diversify our approach to raising funds 
through new digital methods, and reviewed and revamped fundraising 
programs.

Income from fundraising activities has reduced, but our approach will 
lead to increases over the longer term. Overall, we have sought to restrict 
and curb inefficient expenditure so that our donated dollar can be better 
allocated to campaign success. Despite the decrease in revenue, we have 
been able to run another small surplus ($413,383) and increase our total 
equity to $2.8M. This is largely due to a decrease in expenditure to recruit 
new members (down 17% to $1.7M) and other fundraising activities. 
Total campaign spending and support for directly meeting our objectives 
remained consistent with the previous year at $5.8M (2014: $5.96M). 
Regular and ongoing income from donations and subscriptions decreased 
3% to $11.4M and bequests received during the year were lower at 
$117,393 (2014: $785,409) which accounted for the largest share in our 
decrease in revenues this year. 

Another key point to note from the financial reports is the strong cash 
balances of $3.17M (2014: $3.3M), a considerably stronger position than 
$1.6M just a few years ago. This, and the growth in equity and reserves, 
provide a strong financial base for the organisation. To this end, through 
the generous support provided through bequests, the cumulative 
donations to the Forever Wild Trust have grown to over $1.7M over the 
past four years. 

Clarifications to the Australian Accounting Standards have impacted the 
way we account for our share of the units in The Friends of the Wilderness 
Unit Trust (a trust created to secure assets to support the movement over 
30 years ago). The change reflects a move from considering our share of 
the units as an investment to consolidating the full value of the assets as 
land and buildings, and noting the other interests in the property.

To achieve our campaign goals, the Wilderness Society Inc. is embarking 
on major programs in 2015 to train staff in community organising and 
also investing in new resource management software to best support 
our organisation and members’ needs. The organisation has also 
implemented new cloud-based payroll and financial management 
software that will reduce delays, duplication and paper usage across the 
group and allow access for staff across Australia.

Creating equivalent strength in operational areas and financial security 
furthers our vision of an Australian society that protects and respects 
the natural world to create a vibrant, healthy continent with positive 
connections between land, water, people and wildlife. 

Treasurer’s report

Craig Zanker — Treasurer

Craig is an experienced financial controller 
and governance professional with work 
experience in grassroots and not-for-profit 
organisations in the health, community 
and Indigenous sectors — including land 
and sea management. He is a Chartered 
Accountant and is currently completing 
further studies in corporate governance. He 
has spent most of his career in management 
roles assisting not-for-profit organisations to 
achieve financial sustainability and improve 
governance and management systems.

Craig is currently employed as Business 
Manager and Company Secretary to a health 
promotion charity in Melbourne, Victoria. He 
has volunteered with and supported various 
environmental organisations outside of his 
paid roles and understands the important 
role supporters and volunteers contribute to 
the driving force of these organisations.

Craig’s work has enabled him to experience 
extended periods in some of Australia’s 
amazing wilderness areas, including the 
Kimberley, Ningaloo Reef and the coasts 
and mountains of Tasmania. He has a 
keen interest in the work of conservation 
organisations developed from a life spent 
outdoors and a desire to contribute as a part 
of the Wilderness Society to the protection 
of these special places.
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Financial statements for the Wilderness Society Inc.

Income 2015 2014

Income from fundraising, donations, 
bequests and grants  11,596,814  12,681,827 

Investment and other non-operating 
income  207,581  323,894 

total Income  11,804,395  13,005,721 

less: expenses

envIronmental campaIgns and programs

National  1,525,036  1,298,146 

NSW  895,103  871,013 

VIC  593,159  616,800 

TAS  443,023  449,179 

SA  441,540  427,518 

WA  434,129  545,629 

QLD  543,835  667,752 

NT  -  1,630 

Wild Country Programs  53,405  111,364 

Community Awareness Events  172,236  319,272 

Membership and supporter engagement  683,568  649,068 

total envIronmental campaIgns and 
programs  5,785,034  5,957,371 

Fundraising expenses — recruitment of new  
supporters  1,744,592  2,108,346 

Fundraising expenses — staff, appeals, 
supporter, and other costs  2,286,135  2,420,675 

Governance, finance and operations  1,483,337  1,464,270 

Interest on Forever Wild Trust Loan  -  5,065 

Bequests to The Wilderness Society 
Tasmania  -  26,331 

Donation to Forever Wild Trust  91,914  331,684 

total expenses  11,391,012  12,313,742 

Net surplus/(deficit) for the year  413,383  691,979 

other comprehensIve Income 

total comprehensIve Income  413,383  691,979 

assets 2015 2014

cUrrent assets 

Cash and cash equivalents  3,174,348  3,298,009 

Trade and other receivables  131,563  239,693 

Other assets  160,283  464,674 

total cUrrent assets  3,466,194  4,002,376 

non-cUrrent assets 

Property, plant and equipment  848,840  77,708 

Investment in Friends of the 
Wilderness -  545,340 

Intangible assets  109,946  68,641 

total non-cUrrent assets  958,786  691,689 

total assets  4,424,980  4,694,065 

lIaBIlItIes 

cUrrent lIaBIlItIes 

Trade and other payables  270,919  612,744 

Short-term provisions  678,522  1,026,264 

Accrued expenses  457,940  751,892 

total cUrrent lIaBIlItIes  1,407,381  2,390,900 

non-cUrrent lIaBIlItIes 

Long-term provisions  170,030  75,426 

total non-cUrrent lIaBIlItIes  170,030  75,426 

total lIaBIlItIes  1,577,411  2,466,326 

net assets  2,847,569  2,227,739 

eQUItY 

Accumulated surpluses  1,627,278  1,581,951 

Reserves  1,008,361  645,788 

Non-controlling interest  211,930  -

total eQUItY  2,847,569  2,227,739 

2015
accUmUlated 

sUrplUses tIed fUnds
prIorItY 

campaIgn
scIence & 
research

non-controllIng
Interest total

Balance as at 1 July 2014 1,581,951 342,041 33,932 269,815 - 2,227,739

Transfer from Reserve 202,453 -42,603 -25,053 -134,797 - -

1,784,404 299,438 8,879 135,018 - 2,227,739

Net Surplus/(deficit) for the year 407,900 - - - 5,483 413,383

Transfers to reserve -565,026 469,911 64,680 30,435 - -

Gain of control of unit trust - - - - 211,930 211,930

Distributions paid or provided for - - - - -5,483 -5,483

Balance at 30 JUne 2015 1,627,278 769,349 73,559 165,453 211,930 2,847,569

2014
accUmUlated 

sUrplUses tIed fUnds
prIorItY 

campaIgn
scIence & 
research

non-controllIng
Interest total

Balance as at 1 July 2013 1,235,100 108,404 62,521 129,735 - 1,535,760

Transfer from Reserve 162,250 -68,165 -53,642 -40,443 - -

1,397,350 40,239 8,879 89,292 - 1,535,760

Net Surplus/(deficit) for the year 691,979 - - - - 691,979

Transfers to reserve -507,378 301,802 25,053 180,523 - -

Balance at 30 JUne 2014 1,581,951 342,041 33,932 269,815 - 2,227,739

Consolidated Statement of Changes in Equity For the Year Ended 30 June 2015

Statement of Financial Position
As at 30 June 2015

Statement of Comprehensive Income
For the Year Ended 30 June 2015

sUrplUs for the Year attrIBUtaBle to: 

Non-controlling interest 5483 -

Parent entity  407,900  691,979 

 413,383  691,979 
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William Singer Philpot
William Weerts

The Wilderness Society 
would like to acknowledge 
the generosity of the 
following people from whom 
we received a Bequest in 
2014–2015. We offer their 
family and friends our 
deepest sympathy and we 
will continue to honour 
their passion for protecting 
Australia’s wild places.

Alan Hutton
Dianne Horsburgh
Frank Rigby
HP Bancroft
Italo Spinoza
Jeffrey Douglas Kemp
Margaret Henry
Robert Bolton Sturrock

Forever Wild 

Leaving a Bequest in your Will to the Wilderness Society is a powerful way to make a positive, long-lasting difference to 
the world that your children and grandchildren will live in. Supporters who include the Wilderness Society in their Will are 
invited to join the Forever Wild Program. Members of the program are eligible to participate in special events and activities 
and are added to our Forever Wild Honour Roll.

Revenues Expenditure

90% Donations

6% Subscriptions

1% Merchandise and sales

2% Other income

1% Bequests

51% Program

20% Fundraising

15% Recruitment

13% Operations

1% Forever Wild Trust

Changes in  
Key Balances

2013

2014

2015

Total Revenues

M
ill

io
ns

14.0

10.5

7.0

3.5

0
Total Assets Total Net Assets/Reserves
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Purpose
Protecting, promoting and restoring wilderness 
and natural processes across Australia for the 
ongoing evolution and survival of life on Earth.

Values
Passion for our purpose, the power of people to 
make change, organisational independence and 
integrity, compassion, and commitment to success 
in protecting the environment.

Vision
An Australian society that protects and respects the 
natural world to create a vibrant, healthy continent 
with positive connections between land, water, 
people and wildlife.

The Wilderness Society Australia
GPO Box 716, Hobart TAS 7001
Telephone: (03) 6270 1701 
Facsimile: (03) 6231 6533
email: info@wilderness.org.au
aBn 21 147 806 133

 twitter.com/wilderness_aus
  facebook.com/wilderness.society

Image: We’re working to make Horizontal Falls — part of the Buccaneer Archipelago  
— a world-class marine park. The Kimberley, Western Australia | Glenn Walker


